
DRAFT MINUTES
32nd LD Democrats Monthly Meeting on Zoom
January 7, 2026, 6:30 pm


6:30PM WELCOME, CALL TO ORDER
• Chris Roberts, Chair: We are optimistic about what is going to be happening this year in 2026! Here in the 32nd we have a contested State Senate race and a very contested State Representative seat. We hope you will get on your walking shoes so you can knock on doors, or send out mail, for your favorite candidate. On February 10, we have levies for both the Edmonds School District and the Shoreline School District. And, if you are in the Seattle precincts in the 32nd LD, we have the King Conservation election. 

Before we get started, I want to have a moment to pause to reflect on the life of Michael Brunson. Michael died just after our December meeting. He was a PCO in the 32nd since the 1970s and he was instrumental in putting the issue of guardianship on our legislative agenda. He has done so much for our organization and we will truly miss him. We also want to pause to reflect on the life of Renee Good in Minnesota who gave her life today to protect our civil rights. 

• Adoption of the October and November 2025 meeting minutes. 
Moved, seconded. Voice vote: Approved without objection.

LEGISLATIVE PREVIEW
• Rep. Cindy Ryu: Happy New Year to everyone! As you know this is a short, 60 day session. We will start on Monday, January 12. There are 3 bills that I am introducing: HB 2157: regulating high risk decision that AI is making; HB 2213: copper wire theft as this infrastructure theft costs us hundreds of thousands of dollars to repair, per incident; and HB 5095 is an old bill which supports Washington’s economic growth with a five-year plan and with community focused strategies. I definitely support PSARA’s (Puget Sound Advocates for Retirement Action) Healthcare, Environmental Justice and Fiscal Reponsibility legislation.

• Sen. Jesse Saloman: The most exciting news I’ve heard today is that there is going to be a serious push on the millionaire’s tax. You will be seeing more details which show that this is a serious effort. We have a very robust plan.

CANDIDATES
• Chris Porter, District 3, King Conservation Commission
I’m from the 34th District Democrats, a PCO and Rep. to King County. I’ve been involved in politics my entire life. One of the actions I took when I was first on the commission was that I made the elections more transparent and accessible to everyone. I have been a beekeeper my entire life. An issue I want to work on as commissioner would be to focus on urban needs and conservation. An example would be: setting up pollinator walks to discuss anything that we can do to increase the pollination. I am here to ask for your support and endorsement.

• Jenna Nand, State Representative
I am the former first chair of this organization and I’m excited to come back as Edmonds City Council President-Pro Tem and a candidate for the State House seat which is going to be an open seat in the next election. I served on the City Council for the past three years and I am also a PCO. I’m running because I do not believe that the status quo is working for the majority of people in the 32nd District and we are going to need concrete change to make life livable in this high cost environment due to failed policies.

ALLIANCE FOR GUN RESPONSIBILITY – 2026 POLICY AGENDA
• Carla Barnes, Volunteer
Some of you may be volunteers in our organization in North King County and Snohomish County. We are an organization that promotes sensible gun legislation and we educate, regarding gun violence prevention. It really helps, when we are working on legislation to have grassroots volunteers. This is going to be a tough session for legislation with cost associated with it. There are two bills, however, that look rather promising that the Alliance is making their highest priority:
• Requiring Safe Storage of Firearms, HB 1152, has a low fiscal note
• Restricting Firearms in Sensitive Places, SB 5098, expands on places that have already been designated as firearm free zones

WA FAMILIES FOR FREEDOM – IL26-001, IL26-638
• Jessica Hayes, Field Organizer
There are two initiatives being paid for by Brian Heywood. In the 2024 election, he had initiatives that he was trying to push through and some of them got through. He is a hege fund manager and has very deep pockets. Our organization, WA Families for Freedom is made up of volunteers, teachers, families. The 001 makes it so that records of a student would be open to their parents and guardians. What is difficult about that is that there are confidential conversations between teachers, counselors and students and this would put students in a compromising position because not all homelife is good. The other initiative would require girls, and only girls who start sports, to have invasive genital exams to show that they are biologically female. This would create issues about confidentiality between the doctor and the student. To an uninformed individual these initiatives might sound reasonable. These are the legislative options: 1) the legislature can adopt the initiaitive as is or nothing is changed and it is sent it to the voters; 2) they can reject it and it will still get sent to the ballot; 3) they can submit alternate language and share both versions with the voters.

YES! FOR EDMONDS SCHOOLS REPLACEMENT LEVY
• Carin Chase, Edmonds School Board, Vice-President
Our replacement levy is coming up on the February 10 ballot. We have some great presentations going on and we are doing phone banking. This is not a new tax. I would like to suggest that the 32nd LD Dems sign up for a phone bank night for this levy. Shoreline has a levy coming up as well. We appreciate the funds from the legislature, however, these schools are not currently being fully funded. It is important that we pass these levies. There will be a consideration for endorsement at our February meeting.

CHAIR REPORT
• Chris Roberts
Please sign up to run for delegate to the State Convention in June.
The 32nd Executive Board has approved payment of a fine to the PDC to settle for a late submission.

RESOLUTION
Demanding Congressional Authorization for Military Action in Venezuela
• Gray Van Driesen, 32nd LD Dems Labor Liason, PCO
This resolution was passed earlier this month by the Lewis County Democratic Central Committee. A few minor edits were made so it will be compliant with introduction at the state level. We are asking our members of Congress to take back their powers and stop this aggression toward other countries, Venezuela specifically, and toward other countries (like Greenland) as well. The kidnapping of Maduro and his wife does not comply with either international law or with national law. Does anyone have any specific language that they would like to see changed?
• Chris: Since this was submitted after our 10-day rule, we need a 2/3rds vote to suspend the rules. Moved, seconded, rules suspended by voice vote.
Moved, seconded. Voice vote: Adopted this resolution without objection.

PCO CONSIDERATION
• Erica Lamothe, LYNN 35
I am here from Louisiana and have been here for about seven years. I live in Lynnwood and am a very politically minded person for years. I’ve been following politics since I was a kid and now I want to become more involved! I’m a people person and I really like talking to people and I even do standup comedy. So if I can use that personality to make change for the better, I’m here to do that!
Moved, seconded. Voice vote: Appointed a PCO for LYNN 35

GOOD OF THE ORDER

8:30PM ADJOURNED



Next Monthly Meeting
February 4, 2026 - 6:30 pm on Zoom



Respectfully submitted,
Sally Soriano, 32nd LD Secretary
sally.soriano@32democrats.org
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