



DRAFT MINUTES
32nd LD Democrats Monthly Meeting
August 6, 2025, 6:30 pm

Facebook Live Zoom Video
https://www.facebook.com/100068828065838/videos/3256532734495161



• 6:30 pm WELCOME, CALL TO ORDER 
Chris Roberts, Chair: It was a good election night, last night, for many of our endorsed candidates. William Paige received over 51% of the vote! Of all of our endorsed candidates, only our two candidates for Seattle City Attorney did not make it through to the General Election. Thanks to all of our elected officials who are here tonight.

Recommended candidates for endorsement
• Shoreline City Council Pos 1 – Valerie Snider
• Mountlake Terrace City Council Pos 1 – Sam Doyle
• Edmonds City Council Pos 3 – Alex Newman
• Lynnwood City Council Pos1 – Derica Escamilla
• Seattle School Board District 2 – Sarah Clark
• Seattle School Board District 4 – Laura Marie Rivera
• Seattle School Board District 5 – Vivian Song
• Seattle School Board District 7 – Jen Lavallee

Candidates nominated from the floor
• Seattle School Board District 4 – Joe Mizrahi
• Seattle City Attorney – Erika Evans



ENDORSEMENTS
• Shoreline City Council Pos 1 – Valerie Snider
I would like to see a balance in Shoreline between meeting our housing needs and keeping our tree. We have tremendous benefits from the tree canopies as the summers get warmer and longer. Also, I am talking with people about Shoreline becoming a destination with the combination of the light rail, small businesses, and streamlining our planning process. And, we need access with safe sidewalks.
Valerie Snider is endorsed by acclamation.

• Seattle School Board District 4 – Dr. Laura Marie Rivera
We must prioritize education – values, opportunity and justice. I have over two decades of experience as an educator, am the proud mother of four Seattle School students, am a non-profit leader, and am the only educator in this race. I know the difference between policies that sound good and policies that work. We must fix our budget and issues with safety and we must educate the students that we have and build bridges for the students who have left the district.
Additional Endorsement—
Sen. Maralyn Chase: 
I move that we endorse Joe Mizrahi for Seattle School Board District 4, Seconded.
• Seattle School Board District 4 – Joe Mizrahi 
I am the current School Board Member for District 4 and was appointed a year and a half ago. In my day job, I co-lead UFCW 3000, grocery and healthcare workers. I saw it over and over how much these workers rely on our school system as a pathway out of poverty and also, I saw how just one change like a bell-time or school closure can deeply affect them. They need a voice on the board. So, I’m running for the board to fight alongside these working families. In the last year, with school closures pending, I was able to fight to keep schools open.
Ballot vote - Dual endorsement, both Laura Marie Rivera and Joe Mizrahi are endorsed. 

• Mountlake Terrace City Council Pos 1 – Sam Doyle 
I moved to Mountlake Terrace for affordable housing. I am an oncology nurse practitioner and am proud to be a public employee, working for the University of Washington, Fred Hutch Cancer Center. I am a mother to three children in the Edmonds Public Schools. I am running because I feel I had been passive for too long. I am now a community organizer and have an Indivisible group here in MLT. As a councilmember, I will be an advocate for affordable housing (social housing and mandatory affordable housing); look at public safety beyond policing (public health, sidewalks, redoing our rec center); support our downtown core and small businesses.
Sam Doyle is endorsed by acclamation.

• Lynnwood City Council Pos 1 – Derica Escamilla 
I was appointed to the Lynnwood City Council in 2024. I bring nearly two decades of living experience to this position, from coaching youth basketball, to serving on key city commissions and boards. I started on the economic development board about 12 years ago, then I was on the South Lynnwood Co-Design for the neighborhood sub-area plan and then I was on the first part of the Comp Plan update. I’m the granddaughter of migrant workers and am the first in my family to graduate from college. I hold an environmental degree from Texas State University with an emphasis on water resource management. I have been in the construction industry for 20 years.
Derica Escamilla is endorsed by acclamation.

• Seattle School Board District 5 – Vivian Song 
I am a current Seattle Schools parent, a finance professional and a former School Board Director. I’m very passionate about public education because it transformed by life. I’m thrilled that the first batch of primary votes showed that I received over 70%. This gives me confidence that District 5 voters are responding to the platform – the need for long-term financial planning instead of short-term painful school closures; a vision for a diverse portfolio of schools that reflects our students’ diverse needs; and leadership that prioritizes students’ safety and well-being while standing up to attacks from the Trump Administration. I think the state is falling short of its responsibility to fully fund education. I know that the 32nd spans multiple school districts and I’m eager to collaborate with local board directors so that we can be a strong, unified voice for our kids.
Vivian Song is endorsed by acclamation.

• Seattle School Board District 7 – Jen Lavallee 
I am a member of the 37th Dems in Rainier Beach. I am a working parent and I have kids at Dunlap elementary. I’ve been endorsed by the 37th, 43rd, Rep. Cindy Ryu, SEA, and WEA. I got involved in the schools, with other parents, when 1/6 of my kids’ teachers were removed with very little reasoning behind those actions. This was about the same time the Board was talking about school closures. I then got involved with parents across the state to lobby the state legislature for education funding with a billion dollar bake sale. I’m running for school board so that we will have a district we can trust; one where everyone feels safe and I am looking at the data to find out where and why the education dollars are being spent.
Jen Lavallee is endorsed by acclamation.

• Seattle School Board District 2 – Sarah Clark, 
Nimco Bulale is speaking on behalf of Sarah. 
Sarah can’t be here tonight as she has a scheduling conflict. Sarah grew up in Seattle and graduated from our public schools. She returned to serve because she feels deeply about our kids and believes in the power of public education. When others pushed for school closures, Sarah was the first to stand up and say “no”. She’s already working with District leaders and community partners to find better, more responsible solutions, because she knows our neighborhoods deserve schools that are thriving, not disappearing. She’s a coalition builder and a policy expert who brings people together to solve problems.
Sarah Clark is endorsed by acclamation.

• Edmonds City Council Pos 3 – Alex Newman 
This is my first time running for any political office. In my day job I serve as Executive Director for the American Red Cross, serving NW Washington. I got involved because I hate to see what is happening in the country right now. I feel that there are so many young people that need to see someone get involved to fight against what we are seeing nationally and locally. What is happening nationally is affecting what is currently happening in the budget fight in Edmonds. There is a threat to privatize our public parks, threats to further cut back public services and I don’t want to see that happen. These are services that exist for all citizens and not for just the most well off. I’m running on a platform of public safety, affordability and environmental protection. Last night in the primary, I’m proud that I received over 41% of the vote and if you combine that with the other Democratic-leaning candidate who was a part of this, I think I should do well in the general election.
Alex Newman is endorsed by acclamation.


OTHER ENDORSEMENTS
Sally Soriano, PCO, 32-SEA 2216: 
I move we endorse Erika Evans for Seattle City Attorney. Seconded.
• Seattle City Attorney – Erika Evans
I’m really thankful for our community that I did so well in the primary and I’m very excited about the momentum we have in this campaign. I stand on generations that came before me, like my grandfather who raised his fist at the Mexico City Olympic Games in 1988 to protest racial and economic injustice in our country. I’ve always worked in public service given the lessons from my grandparents and my parents. I’ve worked in the City Attorney’s office as a prosecutor and as a defense lawyer and most recently I served as an Assistant United States Attorney at the Department of Justice. I left that job shortly after Trump took office because what I saw was a rollback in our rights and values and just like my grandfather, I knew I needed to take a stand against what was happening, against the fascism. So, I’m running to serve all of you and to fight back on day one. And, would love your support and your endorsement.
Erika Evans is endorsed by acclamation.

PCO APPOINTMENTS
• Kelsey Gellner, SHL 32-0436
• Rachel Roberts, SHL 32-3363
• John Phillips, SEA 32-2200
• Alan Charnley, LYNN 32-11
Kelsey Gellner, Rachel Roberts, John Phillips and Alan Charnley are each appointed to be a PCO.


GOOD OF THE ORDER


7:46 PM ADJOURN





Next Monthly Meeting
September 3, 6:30 pm on Zoom





Respectfully submitted,
Sally Soriano, 32nd LD Secretary
sally.soriano@32democrats.org
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