 MINUTES
32nd Legislative District Membership Meeting
Wednesday, April 7, 2021, 6:30 pm, Via Zoom & Call-in
32democrats.org • chair@32democrats.org

Here is the Facebook video of our meeting. 
See video log time for each section on the left margin.
https://www.facebook.com/32democrats.org/videos/4096657173727586

~ Thanks Rosamaria Graziani for your wonderful live English-Spanish translation~
6:30 PM – Meeting called to order by Chair, Chris Roberts
-Land Acknowledgment – Cathy Baylor, of European and Ql̓ispe descent 
-Pledge of Allegiance – Stephanie Harris, PCO
2:38 min. – Chair’s Report – Chris Roberts 
• We have many elected officials and candidates here today. At this meeting, we will be determining endorsements: Ryan Calkins Seattle Port Commission; Chris Roberts Shoreline City Council Position 7. Also, we are going to be electing a representative and an alternate to the Snohomish County Central Committee Executive Board. Our two representatives have resigned.
• Approval of the Agenda
Chair: Adoption without objection – Approval of the March 3, 2021 LD Minutes 
Chair: Approved without objection.
 
SCHOOL LEVY
Edmonds School District – ESD Capital Levy 2021 – Director Carin Chase, Edmonds School Board 
8:57 min. – Carin: 2021 Capital Levy – according to students (:55 sec. YouTube) 
• We had a bond levy last year that did not pass, and I would be honored if the 32nd LD would endorse this Capital Levy for 2021.
• Frequently Asked Questions – ESD Capital Levy 2021
Carin: I move we endorse the Edmonds School District Capital Levy (Seconded). 
Q&A
• Ballots will be dropping within the next few days. (must have them returned by April 27th)
• We specifically made this Levy so it would stay at an even tax rate as in past years.
• If some of our fire department buildings, or police buildings were at the level school buildings are at, it wouldn’t be tolerated and shouldn’t be tolerated.
Chair: Without objection, ESD Capital Levy is endorsed, unanimously.
 
EARLY ENDORSEMENTS OF CANDIDATES
-Candidate for Early Endorsement – Ryan Calkins, Seattle Port Commissioner, Position 1
16:52 min. – Ryan: When I ran for the Port fours years ago, I saw it as an important nexus between the need to address climate change promptly and to drive sustainable economic development for our communities. I had come from an import background, working with the Port of Seattle and felt there was an opportunity to continue to make change in an organization that was evolving to meet the new demands. And over the last four years I have loved this job, and I feel the next four years will be momentous, not only with COVID recovery issues but now we are able to work with a federal government that is aligned with our values of environmental justice, economic development, and of equity for our community. 
Ted Hikel: I move we early endorse Ryan Calkins for Port Commissioner (Seconded).
Chair: Ryan Calkins is endorsed with a 96% vote. 

29:16 min. – Meeting is now being chaired by Jenna Nand, 1st Vice Chair.
 
-Candidate for Early Endorsement – Chris Roberts, Shoreline City Council, Position 7
Carin Chase: I move we early endorse Chris Roberts for Shoreline City Council (Seconded). 
31:00 min. – Chris: We’ve done a lot of work over the past few years to really improve our city. Last year, I co-sponsored a resolution to declare Shoreline an anti-racist community. That passed and now we need to work with the community on what a vision of an anti-racist community looks like. We still have issue with affordable housing and we need to protect our urban forests. I want to work on these issues both on the council and with my work with the Washington State Democratic Municipal Officials.
Chair Jenna Nand: Chris Roberts is endorsed unanimously. 
 
41:41 min. – Meeting is now being chaired by Chris Roberts again.

CANDIDATE INTRODUCTIONS
-Candidate for Mayor of Seattle – Colleen Echohawk
41:51 min. – Colleen: I was born and raised in rural Alaska. I come from a family of bridge builders, policy makers, and business owners and now I’ve been in this city over 20 years, and live in the 32nd in north Seattle. I believe that the skills I have built in my life are the right ones for this city. This is hard because tribal values I grew up with mean that you don’t talk about yourself. Our world faces so many issues from climate change, to wealth inequality, to racial injustice. In Seattle, we need to solve the issue of homelessness. This will be my top priority as mayor.
 
-Candidate for King County Council, District 1 – Rod Dembowski
53:10 min. – Rod: District 1 covers all of Shoreline. I’m running for my third term and have had the pleasure of being endorsed by the 32nd in my first two terms. Areas of my work have been in human services, environmental policy and transit, and our criminal legal system. When I first came on the council I wrote a law calling for a youth action plan. It laid the foundation for our youth policy and The Best Starts for Kids Levy.
 
-Candidate for Seattle Port Commissioner, District 4 – Peter Steinbrueck
1:05 min. – Peter: I was endorsed by the 32nd in my first campaign in 2017. Whether in professional or in political life, I have always put public service as my highest calling. The port is an important driver of economic development and living wage job creation. Equitable economic recovery and greening the port are my priorities right now. In 2020 I served as Port President. I led the Port through the worst human health crisis, financial and otherwise, with no layoffs, no furloughs, and a great record of health and safety. 
 
-Candidate for Seattle City Attorney – Pete Holmes
1:13 min. – Pete: I hit the ground running in 2010, when I was first elected, and I have never let up. My record has been one of positive change. Whether it is reforming our marijuana laws, reforming our police department, or making sure that the city attorney brings the full force of the office to the legislative actions of the city council, such as: our jump start tax; making sure bad cops stay fired; and making certain that we are defending the right of grocery workers and ride-share drivers to get hazardous duty pay. 
 
-Candidate for Seattle Port Commissioner, District 4 – Toshiko Hasegawa
1:21 min. – Toshiko: My father was a trucker and he was so proud of my first job as a janitor because I was a dues paying member of a union. My values are rooted in my household. You have to fight for what you believe in and when you do, you stand in solidarity with others to reach our shared goals. I’m a 4th generation Japanese American and I have seen how the Port of Seattle impacts all of us. Aviation and maritime are not only economic drivers, but they are integral to our very identity.
 
-Candidate for Seattle Port Commissioner, District 3 – Hamdi Mohamed
1:30 min. – Hamdi (she/her): I have received early endorsements from SEIU Local 6 and over 30 elected officials, including 32nd LD Rep Lauren Davis, US Congresswoman Pramila Jayapal, US Congressman Adam Smith, Attorney General Bob Ferguson and King County Exec. Dow Constantine. I grew up watching my mother juggle her job at SeaTac Airport and I started working at 15 years old to help our family make ends meet. I now have 15 years of experience working in King County, with non-profits, businesses, King County government and Congress. Currently, I am a policy advisor for the King County Office of Equity and Social Justice.
 
-Candidate for Mayor of Seattle – Andrew Grant Houston
1:36 min. – Andrew/AGH (he/him): I am running for mayor to be a mayor of action. Some of my experience was to organize and advocate for the North 130th light rail station. The challenge of the Graham St station is still a conversation in the south end. It was promised it would be delivered, has yet to happen, and that history could be repeated in the north end. I plan on organizing with community and having the shared vision that we all have for a future of the city.
 
-Candidate for Seattle Port Commissioner, District 3 – Stephanie Bowman
1:44 min. – Stephanie: I’ve been before your LD many times in the last several years. First, it’s exciting to see people like Hamdi running for the first time. The Port is one of the most unique local governments that we have. We run the airport, the seaport, marine terminals in Tacoma and in Seattle, run cruise ship facilities, Fisherman’s Terminal, and even the Bell Harbor Complex Center. We have over 2,200 employees. During the day I work with a non-profit that helps low-income people move out of poverty and this work influences my work at the port. When the pandemic hit, we were able to keep all the construction projects going safely — this was all about keeping workers employed.
 
TREASURER’S REPORT – Eric Valpey
1:55 min. – Eric: We have seen a sturdy surge of fundraising through contributions over the last several months. When we decide on how we want to communicate with voters about our endorsements in the upcoming primary and general elections, we will need a budget proposal. Our expenses have been: our new Zoom account, our web hosting, and our contribution to the Recall Fortney campaign. Thanks to all of you who have been making contributions! 
 
SHORELINE, PROPOSITION 1
2:30 hr/min. – Janet Way: I am with the Prop. 1 Campaign for Shoreline Parks and I want to reach out particularly to the Shoreline PCOs to help us do a phone bank. We have to get a high turnout in order to succeed. I request your help and will be giving you a call. This is a worthwhile effort because we need to do the best job we can for our parks.
 
RESOLUTION: To Act Now on Anti-Asian Violence
2:33 hr/min. – Chris Roberts, Chair: Here are some of the Be It Resolved provisions:
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that we call upon the various City Councils within King and Snohomish Counties to acknowledge, during this May’s Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month, the many contributions of our Asian community, and to ensure that there is no place for hate crimes against any persons in their cities; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we call on the King and Snohomish County Sheriff’s office to track and respond to reports of racial violence, and to work with immigrant communities to assure that its responses are culturally and linguistically sensitive; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we call on each school district within King and Snohomish County to raise awareness regarding anti-Asian taunting, to firmly discourage it, and to have resources available to address the resultant physical, mental and emotional stress upon Asian youth; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we Democrats stand in solidarity with the Asian community and all people of color against racial violence, and we acknowledge that anti-racism work must begin at the local level in our communities and our schools.
 Jenna Nand: I move we accept this resolution, Seconded.
Speaking in favor, Jenna Nand: I am not the originator of this resolution, but I am an Asian American who was raised here in the 32nd District. I was taunted with the Simpsons character in the Shoreline Schools. My community and the Asian Pacific Islander community have been severely affected by hate crimes in Edmonds. Our community was affected by the murder of Mr. Nagi at 7-11. It was not termed a hate crime but I believe it was a thrill kill of a person of color. My community is hurting. We come from a community where culturally, people do not like to draw attention to themselves by complaining. There are many Asian American adults and children who silently suffer everyday and they don’t ask for help or recognition. So, that needs to be affirmatively offered at all levels of government and civil society.
Chair: All those who favor adopting this resolution, signify by saying “aye”. All those who oppose, signify by saying “no”.
Chair: This resolution passes by acclamation. 
 
ELECTIONS FOR SNOHOMISH COUNTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBER AND ALTERNATE
1:57 hr/min. – Chair: We’ve had two resignations and now we need to fill those seats.
Liz Brown: I nominate Will Chen as a representative to the Executive Committee, Seconded.
Shirley Sutton: I nominate Ted Hikel for the member seat, Seconded.
Will Chen: I was born in China and immigrated to the US at the age of 24 to attend school, University of Iowa, then got my masters and CPA. I have been involved in the Edmonds community over the last 12 years as a member of the Edmonds Chamber of Commerce. During the pandemic, I was a member of the task force that helped raise $100,000 to help the Chamber overcome a difficult year.
Ted Hikel: You might not know it, but actually, I am Asian. I know what it’s like to be called an A-rab. I go to a church that is filled every Sunday with Vietnamese, Filipinos, African Americans, and European Americans. I serve on the parish council. I condemn, not just the attacks on Asian people as being wrong and hateful and things we must overcome and I think this holds true for others in our community as well. I will do everything I can to promote peace and harmony and love to all of our citizens.
Q&A
A PCO vote only:
Chair: Ted HIkel received 11 votes; Will Chen received 10 votes
Chair: Ted Hikel will be the Snohomish County Board member from the 32nd.
2:43 hr/min. – Chair: Nominations are open for alternate board member.
Jenna Nand: I nominate Will Chen. Seconded.
Q&A
3:06 – Liz Brown: Since brother Chen is the only candidate for this position, no other candidates have been nominated, I move we elect him by acclamation as the alternate to the Snohomish County Executive Committee. Seconded.
A PCO vote only:
Chair: The motion to elect by acclamation fails. 13 votes ‘no’; 9 votes ‘yes’.
3:13 hr/min. – Carin Chase: I move that we table this motion.
3:20 hr/min. – Chair: I would like to accept this vote ‘by acclamation’ as ‘the vote’ and I would like to contact other parliamentarians who have a much better understanding of the rules than I do and get their take on what our situation is.
3:25 hr/min. – Winona Hauge, PCO – I make a motion that we adjourn. Seconded.
Chair: I call for a voice vote. 
One objection. 
 
9:56 PM – Adjourned.
 
 
~ Thanks to the dog who barked enthusiastically joining our memberships’ voices giving ‘ayes’ to the unanimous vote of support for the Edmonds School District Capital Levy! (at 15:05 min.) ~
Next 32nd LD Meeting — Wednesday, May 5th, 6:30 PM
***Please note, our new meeting date is now the 1st Wed, of each month***


Respectfully submitted,
Sally Soriano, 32nd LD Secretary
sally.soriano@32democrats.org
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