MINUTES
32nd LD Democrats Monthly Meeting on Zoom
October 1, 2025, 6:30 pm
(approved January 7, 2026)


• 6:30 PM WELCOME, CALL TO ORDER 
Chris Roberts, Chair: It’s good to see so many elected officials here today and it’s also good to see so many candidates here as well. We want everyone to go out and knock on doors for your favorite candidate. We want to have candidates, who reflect our values, serving us in local office. That is our primary purpose as a party.
• Approval of the September 3 Minutes. Moved, seconded. 
Voice vote: Approved without objection. 


ELECTED OFFICIAL
• Sen. Jesse Salomon: I’m here in Chehalis working on wildlife corridors. We need to build wildlife corridors so they can go under the highways because right now they are boxed in. In terms of the government shutdown, I support what the Democrats are doing. We have to stand up in these times of crisis. In the Legislature, we are facing education cuts so, I successfully worked on legislation to close tax loopholes to send more funds to schools.


CONSIDERATION OF BYLAWS & STANDING RULES
• Chris Roberts: Proposed Changes to our Bylaws 
We have a motion from the Executive Board to amend our Bylaws and Standing Rules. We now have a PCO quorum to be able to take a vote. The main changes are: who the executive officers are, and some additional language mirroring our standing rules concerning endorsements. Sections 9.2 and 9.3 are the most substantive proposed changes. These largely exist in the Standing Rules.
• 9.2 and 9.3 are changes to our endorsement process and who is eligible for an early endorsement; incumbents who have been previously endorsed; and for eligibility, very specifically saying candidates who want to be endorsed, must submit a candidate questionnaire.
• The changes to the executive board are removing some of the alternate positions to King County and Snohomish County; creating the position of Assistant Treasurer; and clarifying the name of our Diversity and Inclusion Committee.
• We have also proposed clarifying and refreshing the wording in using electronic notification.

• Question, CM Nick Coelho: In 9.3, if there is a race between an Independent and a Republican, this would preclude this organization from endorsing the Independent?
• Chris: We may “recommend” the Independent. That language is in our Standing Rules.
• Question, Robin McClelland, PCO: Only people who identify publicly as “Democrats” can be endorsed? What if a great candidate comes along for city council, which is non-partisan, and we think they would be a great candidate but they have not identified as a Democrat? Does that language preclude our endorsing this person?
• Carin Chase, SCM: As a Democratic organization, we can officially only endorse Democrats but we can “recommend” a candidate who is not a Democrat as long as there is not a Democrat in the race.
• Steph Harris, former Endorsement Chair: We have used the word “prefer” in the past.
• Elizabeth Lunsford, PCO: Is it possible to add a “C” to cover the issue of candidates who do not identify as Democrats? I make a Motion: For candidates who do not identify as “Democrats,” can be “recommended”, not “endorsed”. Or this could be a motion to postpone. I am concerned about the confusion that Robin expressed.
• Chris: Before I ask for a second, I am going to put language from the Standing Rules in the Chat because I would like it to mirror the language in the Bylaws. 
• Carin: If you publicly identify as a “Democratic”, then it is known, if you don’t then there are other categories. Standing Rules can be changed much more easily than Bylaws, so I would caution us about doing anything to the Bylaws right now as this clarity is important.
• Elizabeth: Here’s my motion for “C” directly from the language in the Chat: “In races in which no candidates who publicly identify as Democrat, nor who have openly participated as a Democrat as a matter of public record, a preference for one of the candidates on the ballot may be decided by using the same procedure as for endorsements.” Second.
• Elizabeth, speaking in favor of the motion: I understand about last minute changes, but this is just to clear up confusion and, I want to encourage people to come to the 32nd for endorsement as an Independent. 
• Robin Fleming, PCO, speaking against the motion: I think it is important, even in non-partisan races, for us to support Democrats, especially in this day and age when people can slink through the door and present themselves as something different. I we need think we need to tighten it up a little, we still can “recommend”.
• CM Keith Scully, speaking in favor of the motion: I hear Carin’s concern about shooting from the hip but duplicating the Standing Rules and putting it in the Bylaws doesn’t seem to be harmful. As to Robin’s concern, this just puts in the policy we have already had. I think this is a common-sense addition that puts everything in one place and we should vote in favor of this language.
• Ted Hikel, PCO, speaking against the motion: I think this amendment should be tabled because I would like to see the exact wording in writing. If candidates fill out a form saying they are a Democrat, then this language may open the possibility of the person being challenged about being a Democrat. I think it could result in us running into trouble by not being able to attract good candidates. Usually, we find out if a person is a Democrat in the interview process. I would ask that this amendment, item C, be tabled until our November meeting.
• Trudy Bialic, PCO, speaking in favor of tabling the amendment: I speak in favor of tabling it until the November meeting.
• Elizabeth: I call for a voice vote.
• Chris: All those who favor tabling “C” until the November meeting for a Bylaw amendment, say “aye”. All those who do not favor tabling until November, say “no”.
• Chris: The “ayes” have it. 
Now back to the main motion, the rest of the Bylaws. Is there any objection to amending the Bylaws? Seeing none, the ballot is in the Chat.
• By ballot vote: The Bylaws are approved to be amended by over 60% of the vote.
• Chris: Without objection, we will postpone our discussion on the Standing Rules until our November meeting.


CONSIDERATION OF ENDORSEMENTS
1) CM Annette Ademasu: I make a motion to endorse Josh Binda for the Lynnwood City Council. Second.
• Candidate Josh Binda: I want to emphasize my commitment to our Party. I have been a PCO since I was elected 3 years ago. I’m currently serving as Vice-President of the Lynnwood City Council. CM Derica Escamilla and I are bringing forth the first ever Youth Council in the City. Because there is a lot going on with Growth Management, I want to make sure the Lynnwood City Council is well represented by Democrats and by people who are going to fight on behalf of our Party.
• By ballot vote: Josh Binda received over 60% of the vote and therefore has a dual endorsement, with Bryce Owings, for Council Position 3.

2) Sen. Maralyn Chase: I make a motion to endorse Tam Bui for the Court of Appeals.
• Candidate Tam Bui: I am asking for an endorsement based on by 22 years of judicial experience. It is experience rooted in the belief that all experiences matter, to my dedication to the rule of law and to my fidelity of justice for all. Based on my record as a law student when I interned at legal services; second, I was a trial and defense lawyer, and then finally as a judge. I was a first judge to perform same sex marriage in Snohomish County. I led the efforts to add to the court rules for all judicial officers to take an extra .5 credit course in DEI. I created the County’s first mental health court. I’m proud of the seven State Supreme Court Justices who have endorsed me.
Chris Roberts: As a point of information, we previously endorsed Karen Moore for this position.
• By ballot vote: Tam Bui received over 60% of the vote and therefore has received a dual endorsement, with Karen Moore, by the 32nd LD Democrats.

3) Carol McMahon, Candidate, PCO: I make a motion to endorse Kathy Gill for the Snohomish County Charter Review Commission, District 3. 
Candidate: Kathy Gill: The election of Charter Review Commissioners only comes around once every ten years. They need to be skilled at listening to diverse voices and need a balance from different points of view but find a path which fits the community as a whole. It is my view that the Charter needs to be reviewed to reflect our growing and diverse community. I have those skills to represent you on the Commission. Also, I am experienced at communicating technical information to lay people.
Chris Roberts: As a point of information, each District will elect three Commissioners. We previously endorsed Carol McMahon for one of the positions in District 3.
• By voice vote: Kathy Gil received received the endorsement of the 32nd LD. 

4) Oliver Moffet, PCO: I move the 32nd LD Democrats recind the endorsement previously granted to Bryce Owings for Lynnwood City Council, Position 3. Second.
Chris Roberts: Our process in the Standing Rules will be to have three speeches “pro” and three speeches “con” for this motion.
• Oliver Moffett, pro speech: Compared to his opponent, Owings lacks experience as a leader in the community and has not previously held office. His values misalign with the values of Democrats in the 32nd District.
• Candidate Bryce Owings: I am not proud of the man I was, over 5 years ago. I am proud of the man I am today and what I have learned from my mistakes. I do exert the values of the 32nd Democrats as I want to fight for the working class. I am now a union leader. I think the Democratic Party does give people a second chance and I would like to be an example of that.
• Hammad Hashmi, PCO, con speech: When Bryce came to our endorsement meeting he didn’t claim that he had a clean past. He mentioned his struggles with addiction. Many people have past issues. I feel that he is clear about his goals and I therefore I support his endorsement.  
• By ballot vote: Recinding the 32nd LD endorsement of Bryce Owings did not receive 60% of the vote. Therefore, the motion fails and Bryce Owings retains his endorsement.

5) Sally Soriano, PCO: I move the 32nd LD Democrats endorse Seattle Prop 1, Families, Education, Preschool & Promise Levy. Second.
Speakers—Giselsa Casa Madrid and Kathryn Sharpe, with Save the Children Action Network: Proposition 1 is a renewal and expansion of the Families and Preschool Levy which was approved by voters in 2018. Its purpose is to support children from cradle to career through access to affordable childcare, health & safety in public schools and scholarships to attend college. This 2025 Proposition 1 will double affordable childcare, keep kids healthy and maintain Seattle Promise of free two-year tuition to any Seattle colleges for any Seattle high school graduate. The average increase for home owners will be about $27 a month.
• By voice vote: Seattle Prop 1, Families, Education, Preschool & Promise Levy is endorsed by the 32nd LD Democrats.


PCO UPDATE
Robin McClelland, 32nd PCO Committee: Joan Herrick and I have agreed to take on the Shoreline PCOs. We are looking at our neighborhood PCOs and our Neighborhood Associations and we found where there are clusters of certain PCOs in neighborhoods that we want to introduce to each other. We will be meeting with Bettelinn Brown to get ready for the 2026 election cycle. We want PCOs to meet in order to see if there is any interest in working together on postcards, phonebanking and canvassing. Please contact me through Chris Roberts if you have any questions.


NEW BUSINESS – BUDGET ITEM
Chris Roberts: Motion to allow the Executive Board to print endorsement cards and send direct mail (if funds are received by the district for the purpose of candidate support).
Carin Chase, State Committee Rep: We are the 32nd LD Democrats and our job is to get Democrats elected, up and down the ballot. We have a huge list of candidates that we have endorsed and through printing endorsement cards is how we can get the word out! PCOs are organized and ready to go. Please donate if you can!
• No objection: Motion to allow the Executive Board to print endorsement cards and send direct mail (if funds are received by the district for the purpose of candidate support) passes.


GOOD OF THE ORDER


8:45 PM ADJOURNED

Next Monthly Meeting
November 5, 6:30 pm on Zoom


Respectfully submitted,
Sally Soriano, 32nd LD Secretary
sally.soriano@32democrats.org
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