
Resolution for Pardon and Release of Leonard Peltier 

Whereas Native American Indian rights activist, Leonard Peltier, 77, has been imprisoned 45 years for a crime he says he didn’t commit and is called the longest-serving political prisoner in the United States,

Whereas, it never was proven that Peltier killed two FBI agents during a shootout at the Pine Ridge Reservation in 1975 and U.S. Attorney General Ramsey Clark maintained Peltier committed no crime whatsoever and was not given a fair trial by the U.S. government, and 

Whereas Peltier’s trial in 1975 was riddled with evidentiary misconduct where prosecutors hid key evidence, the FBI threatened and coerced witnesses into lying, and a juror admitted she was biased against Peltier as a Native American Indian on the second day of the trial but was allowed to stay on, 

Whereas Peltier had a chance to be released in 2009 but because he refused to admit he murdered the FBI agents, parole was denied, 
 
Whereas the former Assistant U.S. Attorney, James Reynolds, who upheld Peltier’s conviction on aiding and abetting murder, and the federal Appeals Court judge who rejected Peltier’s early appeals, both have since called for Peltier’s release — along with Amnesty International; the National Congress of American Indians; the late Nelson Mandela and Archbishop Desmond Tutu; the Dalai Lama; Mikhail Gorbachev; Mary Robinson, former President of Ireland and United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights; the European Parliament; the Belgian Parliament; the Italian Parliament; the Kennedy Memorial Center for Human Rights; Rev. Jesse Jackson; Rigoberta Menchú and seven other Nobel Peace Prize Laureates. 

Whereas Peltier has serious medical conditions and it’s time for him to come home, 

Therefore be it resolved, the 32nd LD Democrats call on Rep. Rick Larsen and other Congressional Democrats to join Rep. Pramila Jayapal in asking President Biden to grant clemency and for Leonard Peltier and release him from prison.  
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