Resolution Calling on Members of Congress to Obstruct Trump
WHEREAS, President Donald J. Trump has repeatedly put forth cabinet nominees who are unfit for offices they seek and unwilling to uphold the rule of law, including Secretary of Health and Human Services Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who has promoted anti-vaccine misinformation1; Attorney General Pam Bondi, who spread falsehoods about the results of the 2020 election2; and Office of Management and Budget Director Russell Vought, who has refused to follow the Impoundment Control Act3, which requires the executive branch to spend funds appropriated by Congress.
WHEREAS, Senator Maria Cantwell voted to confirm four of President Donald J. Trump’s 20 Cabinet nominees thus far and Senator Patty Murray voted to confirm one of them4; and
WHEREAS, any Senator may place a blanket hold5 on a category of nominations, withholding unanimous consent from those nominations and requiring them to be considered individually, as Senator Brian Schatz has done6 for President Donald J. Trump’s State Department nominees in order to protest cuts to USAID; and
WHEREAS, the Justice Department, under President Donald J. Trump, has fired attorneys who investigated Trump7 and prosecuted January 6th rioters8; and
WHEREAS, two of President Donald J. Trump’s Department of Justice nominees have refused9 to clearly state that the executive branch is bound by court orders; and
WHEREAS, the Appropriations Clause10 of the United States Constitution grants Congress control over federal spending, and the Impoundment Control Act11 prohibits the executive branch from withholding congressionally appropriated funding without Congress’ explicit approval; and
WHEREAS, Elon Musk has, without any clear legal authority12, enacted cuts and layoffs that endanger humanitarian aid13, medical research14, aviation safety15, and the Northwest’s power grid16, among other critical programs.
WHEREAS, multiple courts have blocked17 the Trump administration’s sweeping spending freezes, and a court found Trump administration was failing to comply18 with the orders to unfreeze funds; and
WHEREAS, the budget blueprint passed by House Republicans and endorsed by Donald Trump would cut hundreds of billions of dollars from Medicare or Medicaid19;
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the 32nd LD Democrats call on Senator Patty Murray and Senator Maria Cantwell to oppose all of Donald Trump’s nominees; and
BE IT THEREFORE FURTHER RESOLVED that the 32 LD Democrats applaud Senator Patty Murray’s and Senator Maria Cantwell’s efforts thus far to block Donald Trump’s Cabinet nominees, particularly Senator Murray’s consistently voting against all but one of them and holding the Senate floor20 for 30 hours against Russell Vought’s confirmation; and
BE IT THEREFORE FURTHER RESOLVED that the 32nd LD Democrats call on Senator Patty Murray and Senator Maria Cantwell to place a blanket hold on all Department of Justice nominees until, first, all such nominees publicly affirm that they will follow court orders, and second, the Justice Department stops retaliating against its employees who investigated President Donald J. Trump and his supporters; and

BE IT THEREFORE FURTHER RESOLVED that the 32nd LD Democrats demands Senator Patty Murray, Senator Maria Cantwell, Representative Pramila Jayapal, and Representative Adam Smith oppose any spending bill that cuts Medicaid or Medicare or codifies Elon Musk’s illegal cuts to essential services, and oppose any further spending until Trump complies with court orders to unfreeze existing funds; and

BE IT THEREFORE FURTHER RESOLVED that the 32nd LD Democrats demands Senator Patty Murray, Senator Maria Cantwell, Representative Pramila Jayapal, and Representative Adam Smith use all available rules-based procedural methods, including filibuster in the Senate and denying all requests for unanimous consent, to delay all Congressional business until Republican legislators join to reassert Congress’ authority; and
BE IT THEREFORE FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be sent to the offices of Senator Patty Murray, Senator Maria Cantwell, Representative Pramila Jayapal, and Representative Adam Smith; and
BE IT THEREFORE FINALLY RESOLVED that the Secretary of the 32nd LD Democrats report back on the response from the aforementioned recipients of this resolution at the 32nd LD Democrats General Meeting immediately following its adoption.
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Adopted by the 43rd LD Democrats at the March 18, 2025 General Meeting.
Submitted by:
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