Resolution of the 32nd District Democratic Organization Demanding Congressional Authorization for Military Action in Venezuela

WHEREAS, the Constitution of the United States vests the power to declare war exclusively in Congress under Article I, Section 8; and

WHEREAS, the War Powers Resolution of 1973 requires the President to consult with Congress before introducing U.S. Armed Forces into hostilities and to withdraw forces within 60 days absent congressional authorization; and

WHEREAS, President Donald Trump has escalated military operations in and around Venezuela, including strikes that have destroyed over two dozen vessels and resulted in the deaths of at least 99 people, without seeking or obtaining congressional authorization; and

WHEREAS, the administration has declared a blockade against Venezuela, an act recognized under international law as an act of war; and

WHEREAS, bipartisan War Powers Resolutions have been introduced in both the House and Senate to reassert congressional authority over these military actions; and

WHEREAS, the 32nd Legislative District Democrats is committed to upholding constitutional governance and the separation of powers;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the 32nd District Democratic Organization opposes unauthorized military action in Venezuela and calls upon Congress to exercise its constitutional authority over matters of war and peace; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Organization calls upon Representatives Pramila Jayapal, Rick Larsen, and Suzan DelBene to vote in favor of War Powers Resolutions requiring congressional authorization for continued military operations in or against Venezuela, consistent with her stated commitment to congressional authority; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Organization calls upon Senators Patty Murray and Maria Cantwell to support bipartisan efforts in the Senate to reassert congressional war powers; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be transmitted to Representative Pramila Jayapal, Representative Rick Larsen, Representative Suzan DelBene, Senator Murray, Senator Cantwell, the King County Democratic Central Committee, the Snohomish County Democratic Central Committee, the Washington State Democratic Central Committee, and be made available to the public.

Submitted by Gray Van Driesen, edited from resolution passed by Lewis County Democratic Central Committee, January 2026

Adopted by the 32nd LD Democrats, January 2026
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